The history of the Iron Mountain Mining Company reads like a familiar footnote in the rich and colorful history of mining.  
Our story begins in the timbered mountains that make up Mineral County, Montana.  As you travel along the four lane interstate over the rements John M*** road it is easy to miss the few remaining clues of the area’s rich history.  But 100 hundered years agemining that put the region on the map over a century ago.  

With the promise of riches and wealth, gold fever enticed many a man away from steady employment and in 1888 it struck L. T. Jones.  Leaving his brakeman’s job on the Coeur d’Alene Railway and Navigation Company, Jones headed into the mountains of Northern Idaho and Western Montana seeking his fortune.  In the rugged forests of Montana’s Lolo National Forest the brakeman turned prospector and his partners, D. R. Frazer and Frank Hall found pay dirt, although local accounts attribute their discovery more to their wallets than their shovels.  As they worked there way along the Clark Fork river the novice prospectors happened upon a boy with an impressive piece of ore.  A quick payment of $10 by Frank to the lad and the prospectors knew the location of the lode.  The three partners filed on the Iron Mountain and Iron Tower claims on August 28, 1888.   A short time later they sent a 10 ton ore sample to a smelter in Wickes, MT where the high assey payment of $1,400 caught the eye of mining developer J. K. Pardee.   Later that year the claim was bonded to Pardee and his partners for $100,000 and the Iron Mountain Mining Company was born. 1,2,3,4
Over the next nine years The Iron Mountain Mining Company produced
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Iron Mountain Tunnel Visited by new owner


Northern Pacific brakeman, L.T.Jones became enamored with the hills.  When the excitement of the Spring creek stampede hit, Jones and his partners, Frazer and Hall, located the Iron Mountain and the Iron Tower, later bonding the property to J.K. Pardee for $100,000.  
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Management shut down mining on Oct 1897.
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Last 27 car loads shipped in Oct and Nov 1897 paid over $50 per ton with silver at $0.57 per ounce.

For a brief period Pardee was a major producer of silver and lead in  the Just outside of the 

Pardee  Like many similar towns that were born and died in the   From the well documented history of and the  related transportation in Colorado is well documented and   When   

 in western the northwest 

Growing up in the northwest corner of Montana I had no idea the mining ruins and ghost towns were a rare and disappearing commidy.  Since moving to the Midwest  were   I first learned of the Iron Mountain Mining Company reading John Wood’s excellent history of the railroads and mining in the Coeur d’Alene Mining District When the history of mining is discussedyou think of mining in the Lookout pass separates the Cordilain mining district from western Montana On the eastern side of l
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Pardee has a postoffice – lots more to record from article – HHHH Perma dock?? 
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About four miles north of Superior, MT


Three major elements – Pardee settlement in upper Hall Gulch, Iron Mountain settlement located 1 mile south of Pardee, and a woodcutters camp 0.5 mile to the west of Pardee.  A railroad grade not quite a mile in length connected the mine at Pardee with the ore dump situated above the Iron Mountain settlement.  

Names can be a bit confusing.  The Iron Mountain Mine is not to be confused with the town of Iron Mountain which was on the 
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August 17, 1859 


In the 1850’s Captain John Mullun road from Walla Walla Washington to Fort Benton, Montana – 624 miles.  The roughly 100 from Tem Mile Prairie east of the Coer d’ Alene Mission over the pass and into Montana was the tougthest part of the trip.  There were not even Indian trails exsisted. P1


1888 R.S. Pardee, R.S. Hale and Frank Hall located what was latter know as the Iron Mountain Mine – copied straight. P16


The initial tunnel was located at Pardee.  Pardee was a typical mining town employing about 120 men.  


In November of 1895 a fire destroyed about half of Pardee.  By December the town was back in action with new stores, boarding houses and the always busy saloon.


The surrounding hills were stripped of timber and rainstorms could inundate the town in mud.  One resident recalls her mother shutting doors to the front room as the mud flowed through the house to minimize damage.


Mine shut down in 1897 and closed the town down as well.


Get more on Iron Mt town and Superior City ….
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P10 - 16


First claim at Flat Creek sometime in 1888 not recorded, however A.P. Johnston latter filed the clain – great story about walking over from Coeur d’Alene – card game – etc.


1888 J.K. Pardee, R. S. “Bob” Hale and Frank Hall located what became known as the Iron Mountain Mine.  The townsite was named after Mr. Pardee 

By 1897 Pardee had dance halls, saloons, Miners Union Hall, boarding houses, and log cabins for living quarters.  The Miners Union hall held rousiung social affairs with the likes of the Schaffer Sisters and the Screiber Sisters Orchestras playing for the dances.   The Miners Union Hall also had the first school in Pardee, the teacher Marcia Hord.

The mine had only one entrance and was shut down due to a new state law requiring two entrances to a mine.


The mine employed about 125 mine and the majority were single boarding in the local boarding houses.  The Iron Mountana Mine office was located a short distance above the tunnel.   Mr Ellis was killed from a fall from the tramway.


“Ore hauled in wagons to the Iron Mountain station on the Northern Pacific once the mine really got working and the railroad put their tracks through in 1890.   Prior to that time the ore was hauled by wagon up the hill above Pardee and down to Ziegler creek for shipment from Paradise MT.  Each ore wagon made three trips per day, being ferried across  the Clarks Fork river at Superior, and then on to the Northern Pacific station at Iron Mountain.  In 1993 the bridge was built just west of where the ferry had been.”

Iron Mountana Tunnel Co. organized and drove a tunnel a short distance from the concentrator 5560’ where it tapped into the old Iron Mountain Mine shaft.  Shipped a lot of lead and zinc ore
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Pardee at the head of Flat Creek canyon …


1891 p4


Describes work – four tunnels in the hill.  At present work only done through lower tunnel.  Not much timbering in tunnels.   …where any timbers are used, sets are put in and stulls are used in the slopes and then filled with waste.


Concentrator can handle 50 tons / day.  Ore transported to East Helena smelter.  25 mine employed with A. M. Forbes as superintendent.


Dec 1, 1892 p5


Still working through lower tunnel.  55 men working under W.W. Adams and J. D. Fletcher.


Dec 1 1894
p5


80 miners, 15 topmen.  Main shaft 500’ deep


Dec 1, 1895
p6


25-35 miners, 21 laborers underground and 3 topmen.  Main shaft 700’ deep.  Character of ore is silver-lead.


Dec 1, 1897
p6


75 miners and 16 topmen.  Tunnel is 875’ long with a 1090’ shaft sunk from it.  Management anticipated closing the down the mine and has allowed air course and escape way to squeeze down.  – shut it down

Dec 1, 1906
p8


Iron Mountain mine in the hands of Iron Mountain Tunnel Site Co.  Driving 5,500’ tunnel to intersect the vein at 1,700’ depth.  Started tunnel last year and now in over 2000’.  200 ton concentrator and smelting plant. 23 men employed.
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Old Iron Mountain Mine to be Reopened


Iron Mountain mine, about halfway between Wallace Idaho and Missoula Montana.  Brakeman Jones was working on the narrow gauge and gave up his job to go prospecting.  Although he knew nothing about mining on he returned from one trip with what he called “good specimens of country rock”.  And thus it starts..
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Iron Mountain Tunnel Visited by new owner


Northern Pacific brakeman, L.T.Jones became enamored with the hills.  When the excitement of the Spring creek stampede hit, Jones and his partners, Frazer and Hall, located the Iron Mountain and the Iron Tower, later bonding the property to J.K. Pardee for $100,000.  

The mine transported ore over 15 miles of mountain road crossing the divide north of the mine leading to a point on the Missoula river a few miles from its mouth.  From here the ore is transported by barge to the mainline of the Northern Pacific.
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Iron Tower Mine – worked to depth of 1750’


Get the name right - Iron Mountain Co –operated the Iron Tower Mine
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Shut down on May 5, 1898  - date of presidents report. -  operation for 10 years

During most of the time sent ore to American Smelting and Refining Co. located in East Helena, Montana.  


P4


The last year the ore was sent to the Globe Smelter and Reduction Works, at Denver Colorado 
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In the old mine, ore was hoisted 1050 feet to Tunnel No. 7 and was then handled four times before it reached the concentrator.  


Over 10 years the Iron Mountain Co. spent:



$40,000 - $50,000 on roads and surface improvements



$30,000 for the concentrator, boiler house and other buildings and 
machinery



After hauling over mountain, ore transported by flat boat to Paradise 
Station on the Northern Pacific.



Original vein was 70’ wide and was 500’ by the time they reached the 
1750’ level


P7


Even with all of the difficulties – paid out $507,500 in dividends.


Flat Creek 1500 miners inches of water


P12


From 1889 to 1898 produced over 1million dollars and paid dividends of $507,500.


Management shut down mining on Oct 1897.


P13

Last 27 car loads shipped in Oct and Nov 1897 paid over $50 per ton with silver at $0.57 per ounce.
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Old flume brought water to the concentrator
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Equipment went to the War Eagle
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Office of State Inspector of Mines


“I beg to state that the Iron Mountain Mine was one of the few properties that gave me any anxiety, as evidenced by the fact that I made but one visit of inspection to a number of mines in operation in the state during the period between March 5th, at the time I took office, and November 30th, the end of the fiscal year, while my fear for the safety of those employed in the Iron Mountain Mine impelled me to make three visits of inspection to this mine during the same time.


Boiler house located on one side of the mine tunnel and the compressor house on the other.  The tunnel is the air intact – if there was a fire – not a good thing.
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Top of mine not in great shape – but from the 1000’ level and down the shaft was timbered with 12x12 fir timber


Claim map 


Iron Tower claim is location of tunnel, right nect to it is the Iron Mountain claim


P27 in 1905 a report of the bottom level assay taken before mine closed


Average assay of 79.03 ounces of silver per ton.  Average percent lead per ton, 40.84.  Average value per ton $61.18


The density of the ore was such that 8 cubic feet of ore weighed one ton
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Dividends Paid by the


Iron Mountain Company


First ore shipped to American Smelting and Refining Co from mine is Dec 17, 1890.  2 cars
Porter


All working reports from 7th catalog 1892


Working Reports


P125
Eureka Mill Silver Mine, Empire City Nev.


6x10
30”, 2 miles

1888 report


From porter book 


c/n 848, 0-4-0 builders date 5/1887


Working Reports


P132
Helena and Livingston Smelting and Reduction Co., Wickes Mont.


7x12
30”, 2 ¾ mile 

1889 report
is this the Helena #977


This looks like the same railroad reported on p112 in 1891 report.  No record of owner changing.


From porter book

c/n 977 thought “Helena” Iron Mt RR #1 – no – engine would have to have been regauged.

Working Reports


P112
Helena and Livingston Smelting and Reduction Co., Helena Mont.


8x14
30”, 3 mile track
1891 report

From porter book


c/n 1212, 0-6-0 builders date 9/1890
thought Iron Mt RR #2 - no


From porter book


Helena and Livingston Smelting and Reduction Co., Wickes Mont.


10x14
30”


c/n 1441, 0-6-2T builders date 12/1892 thought Iron Mt RR #3 – no


Note: possible porter???


c/n 1407, 7x12 0-4-0 36” built 9/1892


sold to A.M. Holter Hardware Co. Helena MT


Note – according to Mrs. Eva Gates IMM6 equipment went to the War Eagle Mine near Helena after the Iron Mt closed in 1898.  This is in agreement with the prosectis as well.


Searching Porter book from c/n 324 built 2/1879 to c/n 1726 built 4/1897 looking for possible engines 3’ close to  Montana.

Note: possible porter???


c/n 1407, 7x12 0-4-0 36” built 9/1892


sold to A.M. Holter Hardware Co. Helena MT


c/n 790
, 6x10
0-4-0
36” built 10/1886


sold to Charles F. Powell of Portland OR


c/n 872
, 9x14
0-4-0
36” built 3/1886 ?? date I think this is a typo 1887


sold to Charles F. Powell of Portland OR


c/n 896, 7x12 0-4-0
36” built 10/1888


sold to US Army, Portland OR


Working Reports


P142
Livingston Coke and Coal Co. Cokedale Mont.


6x10
24”,
½ mile

1891 report
(short height mine locomotive)


From porter book


c/n 1228
0-4-0
